“AAA and its members are committed and dedicated partners with the City,” stated Bill Rivers.
“By a conservative estimate, the volunteer community has spent over 11,000 hours of its time to
help the City improve its aquatics facilities. Over $800,000 of volunteer time and City funds has
been spent on a project that was arbitrarily and abruptly eliminated by the City this year.”
The most significant consequence of the City’s decision to not move ahead with the new pool at
Chinquapin is that both current and future generations of Alexandrians will be deprived of many
of the simple pleasures of life that aquatics brings, not the least of which is the life-saving ability
to learn how to survive in the water.
“There are approximately 7,500 kids in Alexandria who don’t know how to swim,” said Carolyn
Griglione, AAA board member. “If every child in our community is to have the opportunity to
learn basic swimming and water safety skills we need more pool space in Alexandria. There
simply is not enough room in the existing pools to give every child a chance to learn to swim.”
A public opinion survey conducted on behalf of AAA in March 2017 showed that the proposed
50-meter pool at Chinquapin has strong support in the community. According to the survey,
roughly two-thirds of Alexandria residents favor the City of Alexandria investing $20 million on
a new 50-meter pool at Chinquapin.
In particular, Alexandrians believe a new pool is needed to expand access for local children to
learn to swim and to allow residents of all ages to use the facility for exercise, rehabilitation and
recreational uses.
Residents also appreciate the economic benefits a new facility will bring to the community. With
a state of the art 50-meter pool in Alexandria, local swim teams finally will have the ability to
host meets – ranging from events for regional youth swim clubs to high school teams to adult
Masters swim teams from the East Coast. By attracting more visitors to Alexandria, the
community understands that restaurants, hotels and other local businesses will see an influx of
customers.
“Because the design money was not released to begin work at Chinquapin, it is impossible to
foresee when Alexandria will get its first and only 50-meter pool,” said Bob Ludke, Treasurer of
AAA. “We had a wonderful opportunity to improve our community for the benefit of all
residents. Knowing that an arbitrary decision by the City has closed the window on that
opportunity is a bitter disappointment.”
Contacts at Advocates for Alexandria Aquatics:
Melynda Wilcox: 703-501-5087
Bob Ludke: 202-445-9345
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